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PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL DISTRICT 


21 Nominated to School Board 


Know the 


Candidates 


A panel of 13 members spent two months combing through 
500 applicants. Some worry about the secret process. 


By Kristen A. Graham 


> A closer look i S ; 

at the 27 Reaching across the city to tap 
nominees for men and women with a diverse 
Philadelphia range of experiences — from ac- 


School Board. 


A3. 


tivists to businesspeople, from 
government veterans to founders 
of nonprofits — the school board 
nominating panel on Monday for- 
warded the names of 27 people 


for Mayor Kenney to consider to 
run the Philadelphia School Dis- 
trict. 

Kenney will choose nine board 
members by the end of March, 
and the new body will begin run- 
ning the school system after the 
School Reform Commission dis- 
solves on June 30. But their work 
will begin much sooner: Board 


members are expected to start 
learning the nuts and bolts of the 
district and its nearly $3 billion 
budget as soon as they're named. 

“Thanks to the panel,” Kenney 
said in a statement Monday, “I am 
confident that in the coming 
weeks I will be able to appoint a 
knowledgeable, committed and di- 
verse Board of Education that will 
oversee our schools going forward 
and ensure that every child in Phil- 
adelphia can access a quality edu- 

See BOARD on A2 


“I am deeply confident in this group,” says 
nominating panel chair Wendell Pritchett. 


FARMING IN PENNSYLVANIA 


A RU 


RAL RARITY 


Ray Chavous and his wife, Gieniene, run Ray-Gien Farm, an 18- acre horse farm in Kutztown, Berks County. They are two of only 140 


African American farm operators working on 122 farms in Pennsylvania, according to the USDA’s 2012 Census. 


“Everyone and everything worked on my 
dad’s farm, even the dogs,” says Chavous, 
whose father was a Bucks produce farmer. 


BRADLEY C. BOWER 


African American farmers, 
while on rise, remain scarce 


By Jason Nark 

STAFF WRITER 
slinking winter sun made Ray 
Chavous’ chestnut and sandy 
mares glow in the 
fields of his Berks 
County farm, and he 
fished a pinch of tobacco from 
his flannel shirt, rolled a 
smoke, and stepped into a 
weather-worn shed. 

Long, thin strips of leather 
dangled from hooks; one with 
“God is Here, Amen” embossed 
on it hung like a banner from 
the rafters. A raspy little radio 
played gospel, and dusty pic- 
tures of black cowboys were 
framed beside tools and sad- 
dles stacked shoulder-high. 

“There’s too many saddles in here. 
Most of them are mine,” Chavous, 63, 


said in his tack shop. “I don’t build sad- 
dles, I repair them. I rode English sad- 
dle for most of my life. My dad didn’t 
believe in letting us ride in a western 
saddle.” 

Chavous and his wife, Gien- 
iene, a barrel racer, run Ray- 
Gien Farm, an 18-acre horse 
farm in rural Kutztown, Berks 
County. Their property blends 
into all the others in the roll- 
ing hills beyond its fences. 
There are barns, trailers, 
friendly dogs with muddy 
paws, and two cats to catch 
the mice that eat the feed, but 
it’s the Chavouses themselves 
who stand out from other 
farmers in Pennsylvania 
Dutch country. 

Ray and Gieniene are black, two of 

See FARMERS on A10 


IMMIGRATION 


Justices 
dismiss 
Trump bid 
on DACA 


The Supreme Court’s denial 
keeps in place protections for 
undocumented immigrants 
brought to the U.S. as children. 


By Robert Barnes 
WASHINGTON POST 
The Supreme Court on Monday de- 
clined to enter the national controver- 
sy over Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program (DACA), turning 
down the Trump administration’s re- 
quest to immediately review lower 
court decisions that keep in place the 
program that protects from deporta- 
tion undocumented immigrants 
brought here as children. 
President Trump 


announced in Sep- 7 
tember that he would The White 
let the program ex- House had 
pire in March, unless 

Congress acted. Ef- sought 
forts on Capitol Hill to end the 
to revive DACA as 

part of a broader program 
deal on immigration ON March 
policy have failed. 5 


Federal district 
judges in California 
and New York have issued nationwide 
injunctions against ending the pro- 
gram, siding with states and organiza- 
tions challenging the administration’s 
rescission. The court orders effective- 
ly block the Trump administration 
from ending the program on March 5, 
as planned. 

No appellate court has reviewed 
those decisions, and it would have 
been exceedingly rare for the Supreme 
Court to take up a case without that 
interim step. In the past, the court has 
granted such cases only in matters of 
grave national importance, such as the 
controversy over President Richard 
Nixon’s White House tapes or solving 
the Iranian hostage crisis. 

See SUPREME COURT on A5 
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‘Greening’ lots 
improves safety. 


Penn study on guns finds 
strong correlation 


Phillies’ co-owner Middleton 
settles with sister for $22M 


ASIAN ARACHNID | A2 


There's a new 
tick in town. 


Northwest N.J. sheep 
becomes first U.S. host 


By Bob Fernandez 
STAFF WRITER 

Phillies co-owner John Middleton 
moved to settle his family’s grinding 
legal dispute Monday by agreeing to 
pay $22 million to his sister, Anna Nup- 
son, after she dropped accusations 
that she had been shortchanged in the 
sale of the family’s cigar company. 

The settlement resolves a troubling 
case for multi-billionaire Middleton, who 


was facing demands of more than $1 bil- 
lion — along with years of costly litiga- 
tion — if a trial had gone against him. 

Middleton and Nupson did not ac- 
knowledge each other during a tense, 
20-minute hearing before Judge Lois 
Murphy in Montgomery County Or- 
phan’s Court. Middleton and Nupson sep- 
arately testified that they had reached a 
“compromise of disputed claims.” 

See MIDDLETON on A6 


John Middleton and his wife, Leigh, arrive at court 
Monday. The settlement was for a fraction of what his 
sister had sought. MICHAEL BRYANT / Staff Photographer 


WEATHER 


High 56, Low 37 


AccuWeather report, D10 


Wednesday 56|43 Friday 46/36 
Thursday 53|40 Saturday 48 |35 
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